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From the award winning creators of the bestselling  
The Underwater Fancy-Dress Parade and Under the Love Umbrella 
comes a tender, funny picture book that celebrates the many 
unique ways children express intelligence. Bell's bright and 
charming rhyme, illustrated with Colpoys' trademark luminous 
and expressive style, encourages child readers to consider their 
everyday actions as both clever and valuable — particularly those 
that fall outside traditional measures of academic achievement. 

All the Ways to be Smart

� 	� The third project from this dynamic 
partnership that celebrates the myriad 
talents that each child brings to the 
world.

	 Exquisite spot-colour illustration 		
	 accompanies heart-warming, 
	 rhyming text.

author Davina Bell
artist Allison Colpoys

Davina Bell is a writer and editor of books 
for young people. She was a senior editor 
at Penguin Books Australia and works in 
Melbourne, where she still dreams about 
the Western Australian beaches while 
drinking a lot of very good Melbourne 
coffee.
Allison Colpoys is an award-winning book 
designer and illustrator, and a lover of 
pattern and typography. 

Book details
Interest age 	 3–7
Format 	 Hardback	
H x W (mm)	 280 x 215 
Pages	 32

Publication details
	 Australia	 UK
Date	 October 2018	 February 2019
ISBN	 9781925713435	 9781911617556
Price	 A$24.99	 £11.99

Rights held: World (all languages)

add in shading and 
bits of black outline

Making up new games with teams



Can you make a circle with your arms?

Or a triangle with your fingers?

If we work together, we can make a 
rectangle, or even a pyramid.

We can make lots and lots of shapes —  
just watch this!

A bold and playful celebration of 
movement, energy, pattern, colour…  
and shape!

Watch This! a book about making shapes

� 	 �A first-time collaboration between  
three creatives at the top of their 
respective fields.

	 All the sets hand-built and  
	 art-directed by Beci Orpin.

�� 	� Photographic picture books offer 
children an opportunity for 
identification and empathy.

	� Combines core early-learning themes 
of spatial awareness and understanding 
with cutting-edge aesthetics.	  

author Jane Godwin
artist Beci Orpin
photographer Hilary Walker

Jane Godwin is an 
Australian children's book 
publisher, and also the 
highly acclaimed author 
of over twenty books for 
children, across all styles 
and ages.
Beci Orpin is a designer-
illustrator based in 
Melbourne, Australia.  
Beci exhibits her work 
frequently and has 
published a number of art 
and craft books. 
Hilary Walker is a 
Melbourne-based 
documentary and editorial 
photographer shooting 
interiors, portraits, and  
still life.

Book details
Interest age 	 2–6
Format 	 Hardback	
H x W (mm)	 250 x 230 
Pages	 32

Publication details
	 Australia	 UK
Date	 August 2018	 September 2018
ISBN	 9781925322774	 9781911344957
Price	 A$24.99	 £11.99

Rights held: World (all languages)

A star! 

If we sit with straight legs out, what shape do we make?

Edie can make a semi-circle with only her self…

Let’s try a pyramid… 
Watch this…

One, two three…

Izzy can make a triangle if she keeps her body straight.

Or we can make a triangle like this… 



Sometimes we find what we’re looking for in the most  
unexpected places. 
Wren just wants a bit of peace and quiet. What he gets is the 
noisiest baby sister you could ever imagine! But when Wren  
runs away to the country, he discovers that maybe peace  
and quiet isn’t all he needs …

Wren

� 	� With bright, modern 
illustrations and a powerfully 
simple story, any child (and 
any parent!) who’s ever had 
to deal with a noisy sibling 
will love Wren. This debut 
from Katrina Lehman and 
Sophie Beer is sure 
 to delight.

�� 	 The perfect present for 		
	 families with new siblings 	
	 from an exciting new creative 	
	 partnership!

��	

author Katrina Lehman
illustrator Sophie Beer

Katrina Lehman lives in 
Melbourne and works with 
award-winning authors and 
illustrators as an editor, while 
juggling three small children.
Sophie Beer is an illustrator 
from Brisbane. Revelling in 
colour, shape, and texture, 
she lives by one simple rule: 
art should never be boring. 
When she's not illustrating, 
she's usually found drinking 
dangerous amounts of tea and 
indulging in her other passion: 
literature. 

Book details
Interest age 	 2–6
Format 	 Hardback	
H x W (mm)	 230 x 250 
Pages	 32

Publication details
	 Australia	 UK
Date	 July 2018	 March 2019
ISBN	 9781925322118	 9781911344216
Price	 A$24.99	 £10.99

Rights held: World (all languages)

The country was quiet.
No noisy neighbours. 
No traffic. 
No sisters and brothers. 
Just paddocks and trees and the big blue sky. 

Then she closed her eyes and  

went to sleep. Wren sat for a long 

time and stared at his baby sister.  

And then he smiled too. … and smiled.

Perhaps all she wanted was  

a little bit of peace and quiet. The telephone ringing. The neighbor singing.
And parents talking — on and on and on.

Doors slamming. Dogs barking. 
Kettles whistling. Dishes clanging.



Why does the …? What is …? How does …? 

Don’t worry if you don’t know the answers, you soon will! 

Learn about sound by making wine glasses sing, investigate 
chemical reactions with vitamin-powered rockets, and explore 
Newton’s Third Law by making balloon-driven cars. All you need 
are a few simple items from your kitchen cupboards — and the 
power of curiosity! Every child can be a scientist with the help  
of Mr Shaha and his recipes for wonder!

Mr Shaha's Recipes for Wonder

� 	� Written by a practising teacher, this 
is the perfect book for a scientifically 
inclined young mind.

�� 	� Includes experiments galore to do at 
home: from making a crisp-tin catapult 
to dissecting a daffodil.

�� 	� Accompanied by beautiful and detailed 
illustrations by Emily Robertson.

author Alom Shaha
illustrator Emily Robertson

Alom Shaha was born in Bangladesh 
but grew up in London. A parent, 
teacher, science writer, and 
filmmaker, he has spent most of his 
professional life trying to share his 
passion for science and education 
with the public.

Emily Robertson creates her 
delicately organic illustrations 
with watercolour and ink. She 
has worked as an illustrator since 
graduating from the Glasgow 
School Of Art in 2006.

Book details
Interest age 	 5–10
Format 	 Hardback	
H x W (mm)	 300 x 240 
Pages	 64

Publication details
	 Australia	 UK
Date	 April 2018	 March 2018
ISBN	 9781925321890	 9781911344155
Price	 A$27.99	 £12.99

Rights held: UK & Commonwealth 
Other rights: Felicity Bryan Associates Literary Agency2726
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I love being introduced to new science demonstrations that  

I can use in my teaching. Despite being a Physics teacher, 

and kind of knowing what to expect, I was astonished  

the first time I tried this – it is a truly startling 

demonstration of the way sounds are produced  

and how they travel.

1 Tie a piece of string to each end of the 

base of your hanger or to the corners of your 

oven rack.

2 Holding it by the strings, bang the object 

against a table leg or chair and listen to the 

sound it makes.

Is the sound what you expected?

3 Next, loop a few centimetres of each 

string around the ends of each of your index 

fingers.

4 Put one finger in each ear so that your 

metal object hangs down in front of you.

What do you expect to hear now if 

you hit the object against the table?

5 Try it!

?

?

? Why do you think what you hear 

is so different when you  

do it like this?

 

Sounds are made when objects vibrate. It’s not 

always obvious, but if something is making a 

sound, some part of it must be vibrating.

The precise way in which the object vibrates 

determines the sound we hear. Usually, we  

hear sounds because the vibration of the  

object makes the air around it vibrate, and  

those vibrations travel through the air and  

make our ear drums vibrate.

In this case, the vibrations of the coat hanger  

are passed onto the string, and then onto  

your finger. Since your finger is inside 

your ear, vibrations are passed onto 

your ear drum through the flesh and 

bone of your head as well as through the 

air inside the ear canal.

This is why our own voices sound different to us 

when we hear a recording - we are hearing them 

through the air when we are 

used to hearing them 

through our 

solid skulls.

What do you think will 

happen if you hit the hanger 

harder against the table?

What do you think will happen if you 

use a different type of string? Why?

What do you think will 

happen if you use a 

different hanger? Why?
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Fizzy vitamin tablets contain 

chemicals which react with 

water to make carbon 

dioxide gas. This builds up 

inside the bottle until the 

pressure is enough to 

pop the lid. When the lid 

pops, it pushes down on 

the bottom of the glass, 

propelling it up. Once in the 

air, the liquid coming out of 

the bottle pushes it along  

just as a real rocket’s gases 

force it upwards. To learn 

more about this, try the 

next activity.

The hotter the water, the  

more vigorously the tablets 

produce a gas. This is 

because, in hot water, both 

the chemical particles from the tablet and the 

water molecules have more energy and move 

faster. So, they collide more often, producing 

more chemical reactions.

5 If you find the bottle lid pops too soon, try 

using slightly colder water or half a tablet. Or if, 

after 3 minutes, it has not launched, try slightly 

warmer water. Experiment to find the best 

temperature. You may find that your rocket 

does not work the first time, but persevere  

as it can be spectacular. 

What things could  

we change to make the 

rocket go higher? 

What do you think 

would happen if we 

used more than 

one tablet? Why?

We say ‘It’s not rocket science’ when trying to say something is not 

difficult. The basic science of how rockets work isn’t really that 

complicated. But getting rockets to work is quite hard, and  

the history of science is full of stories of failed attempts to  

launch them. The rockets in this activity are tricky to  

get right, but provide a real thrill when they work.

1 Take the lid off the bottle and make sure 

the cap is closed tight.

2 Half-fill the bottle with warm water. 

3 Break two fizzy tablets in half and drop 

them into the bottle. (Watch what happens!)  

4 Quickly screw the lid back on, give the 

bottle a shake and place it upside down in 

the mug/glass/jar.  

Stand back at least 2 metres from the rocket, 

and wait. 

Perhaps investigate how 

the temperature of 

the water affects  

the reaction? 

4
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? What do you think will happen if we put some 

tablets and water in a bottle and close the lid? 

Why?
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Is there anybody who watches Star Wars and doesn’t wish 

that the Force was real? This activity will literally let  

you move objects without touching them, and do 

other things worthy of a junior Jedi Knight.  

It might not quite be the Force, but  

this activity will introduce you  

to the forces associated with 

‘static’ electricity and its 

similarities to 

magnetism.

1 It could be fun to perform this experiment 

as a magic trick.

2 Place the straw on top of the bottle and 

immediately take it off as if you’ve noticed 

it’s dirty. Give it a good rub with your t-shirt 

as if you’re cleaning it, then place it back on 

top of the bottle. At this point, you may find 

that the straw sticks to your fingers, so you 

may need to practise placing it on the bottle 

in a way that doesn’t give the trick away.

3 Once you’ve balanced the straw on the 

bottle lid, bring your hand close to the end of 

the straw that you rubbed. The straw should 

start moving towards you, even though you 

haven’t touched it. You can revel in your 

magic skills for a short time before explaining 

that the secret to making the straw move  

like this is in “charging” it up by  

rubbing it. Then try some of  

the variations on the  

next page.

? How close do you have to bring  

your hand before the straw starts  

to move? 

 

Does it matter how much you  

rub the straw before putting  

it on the bottle?

Try doing the experiment 

with two straws. Charge  

one up and balance it on the 

bottle. Charge up the second 

straw then bring it close to 

the straw on the bottle.

Do you think the 

straw will move if  

you use another 
object instead of 

your hand?

Does the straw behave 

differently with 

different objects? 

Rip up some scrap paper into 

tiny pieces and scatter them on 

the table. ‘Charge up’ a straw and  

bring it close to the bits of paper. 

Turn on a tap so that it produces a 

steady trickle of water. ‘Charge up’ a 

straw and bring it close to the water.

What do you think will happen?

Does how much you  

rub the straw affect  

how much paper  

it will pick up?

?



Daniel Gray-Barnett studied 
medical science before 
swapping his microscope 
for pencils when he realised 
illustration had a much lower 
patient mortality rate. Grandma 
Z is Daniel’s children’s book 
debut. He lives in the Huon 
Valley in Tasmania, Australia.

Albert’s life is very, very ordinary. Even his sixth birthday  
is shaping up to be just another day. But when Grandma Z  
roars into town on her motorcycle, he is swept off into  
a very extraordinary adventure. 
Will life ever be the same again?

author & illustrator Daniel Gray-Barnett

Grandma Z

Book details
Interest age 	 2–6
Format 	 Hardback	
H x W (mm)	 250 x 230 
Pages	 32

Publication details
	 Australia	 UK
Date	 March 2018	 May 2018
ISBN	 9781925322156	 9781911344254
Price	 A$24.99	 £11.99

Rights held: World (all languages)
Rights sold: France (Le Seuil), Spain (Siruela), 
North America (Kids Can Press)

� 	� A rollicking adventure story featuring 
a thoroughly modern grandmother 
with stunningly imaginative 
illustrations using three vibrant spot 
colours.

�� 	� Debut picture book from acclaimed 
Australian illustrator Daniel Gray-
Barnett, whose work has appeared 
in The New York Times, The Boston 
Globe and GQ Magazine.

�� 	� Early Grandma Z illustrations were 
selected for the prestigious Ilustrarte 
2016 - International Biennial of 
Children’s Illustration. It was also 
chosen for the Ilustrarte - i con i 
Award for Young Illustrators.

Chosen for the Society of Illustrators NY Annual

One of the winners of the Communication Arts 
2018 Illustration competition. 

Chosen for Ilustrarte 2016 - International 
Biennial of Children’s Illustration



I t disappears in a big old flurry

Under the love umbrella.Davina Bell is a writer and 
editor of books for young 
people. She was a senior editor 
at Penguin Books Australia and 
works in Melbourne, where she 
still dreams about the Western 
Australian beaches while 
drinking a lot of very good 
Melbourne coffee.
Allison Colpoys is an award-
winning book designer and 
illustrator, and a lover of 
pattern and typography. 

� 	� From the team behind the award-
winning bestseller The Underwater 
Fancy-Dress Parade comes a celebration 
of love.

�� 	� Gentle rhyming text, accompanied by 
beautiful vintage-inspired illustrations 
using luminous spot colours.

� 	� The perfect gift book for new parents 
and babies, as well as for children 
embarking on big changes and new 
adventures.

	� Over 10,000 copies sold. 

Whatever you fear, come close my dear 
You’re tucked in safe for always here 
And I will never not be near 
Because of our love umbrella
From this award-winning creative duo comes a book about the 
wonder of ever-present love. A stunning celebration of the joy 
and comfort that is always with us, wherever we roam in the big, 
wild world.

author Davina Bell
illustrator Allison Colpoys

Under the Love Umbrella

Wherever you might be.

It’s us togetherIn every weather

You’re tucked in safe for always here

And I will never not be near

Holding our love umbrella.

Whatever you fear,

come close, my dear

Book details
Interest age 	 0–5
Format 	 Hardback	
H x W (mm)	 255 x 210 
Pages	 32

Publication details
	 Australia	 UK
Date	 March 2017	 March 2017
ISBN	 9781925321265	 9781925228205
Price	 A$24.99	 £11.99

Rights held: World (all languages)
Rights sold: France (Éditions Sarbacane), 
Korea (Sanha), Italy (Il Castello)
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Fingernails or fingerSNAILS? 
Loudspeaker or loudSNEAKER?
Rhyme Cordial is a book of delightfully weird and 
wonderful wordplay that shows just how much fun 
you can have with language — all you need is your 
imagination!

author & illustrator 
Antonia Pesenti

Rhyme Cordial

Book details
Interest age 	 1–4
Format 	 Boardbook	
H x W (mm)	 233 x 186
Pages	 20pp + 10 gatefolds

Publication details
	 Australia	
Date	 May 2018	
ISBN	 9781925322149	
Price	 A$24 .99	

Rights held: World (all languages)
Rights sold: World English exc. 
AU/NZ (Phaidon)

The day before the underwater fancy-dress parade,  
Alfie got that feeling ...
Sometimes it’s hard to be brave. Sometimes you get that feeling. 
Sometimes you’re just not ready … until, one day, you are.
From a dynamic new picture-book partnership comes the story  
of Alfie and a big octopus wearing a tiny hat and the things you 
can only whisper to the cowboys on your wallpaper.

author Davina Bell
illustrator Allison Colpoys

The Underwater Fancy-Dress Parade

Book details
Interest age 	 2–6
Format 	 Hardback	
H x W (mm)	 255 x 210 
Pages	 32

Publication details
	 Australia	 UK
Date	 March 2015	 March 2015
ISBN	 9781925106206	 9781925106206
Price	 A$24.99	 £12.99

Rights held: World (all languages)
Rights sold: North America (Abrams), France (Éditions Sarbacane),  
Italy (Mondadori), Spain (Norma), China, Bulgaria

Crichton Award for debut illustration 
Children’s Book Council Awards 2016

Small Publishers’ Children’s Book of the Year 
Australian Book Industry Awards 2016

Best Designed Children’s Illustrated Book 
Australian Book Design Awards 2016
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Hill of Content Top 10 Picture Books 2016

Readings Top 10 Picture Books 2016

Little Bookroom's  Top 10 Picture Books 2016

Doodle Cat is back and he is very bored. Until he finds a thing! 
But what is this thing and what does it do? 
Following on from their award-winning debut picture book  
I Am Doodle Cat, writer Kat Patrick and illustrator Lauren Marriott 
have created another hilarious tale featuring the irreverent 
bright-red squiggle who loves just about everything. Bursting 
with imagination and fun, Doodle Cat returns to remind us to be 
curious and creative, and to explore every option.

Doodle Cat is Bored	
author Kat Patrick
illustrator Lauren Marriott

Book details
Interest age 	 3–6
Format 	 Hardback	
H x W (mm)	 230 x 230
Pages	 32

Publication details
	 Australia	 UK
Date	 May 2017	 June 2017
ISBN	 9781925321883	 9781911344131
Price	 A$22.99	 £10.99

Rights held: World (all languages)

Book details
Interest age 	 1–6
Format 	 Hardback	
H x W (mm)	 230 x 230
Pages	 36

Publication details
	 Australia	 UK
Date	 April 2016	 April 2016
ISBN	 9781925321258	 9781925228465
Price	 A$19.99	 £9.99

Rights held: World English (exc. USA, Canada, & NZ)
Other Rights: Beatnik Publishing

author Kat Patrick
illustrator Lauren Marriott

I Am Doodle Cat is a cheerful children’s book here to encourage 
imagination, celebration of the things you love, and finding 
the magic in silliness. Written by Kat Patrick, with delightful 
illustrations by Lauren Marriott, this book shows a tomato-red 
Doodle Cat rejoicing in everyday pleasures such as swimming 
in the ocean, wearing a favourite onesie, and playing guitar. 
Whatever your age, I Am Doodle Cat reminds you of the 
universe’s splendidness, and above all, to remember to love YOU!	

I Am Doodle Cat



author & illustrator Jennifer Higgie

This joyous debut from Jennifer Higgie celebrates the details and diversity of the 
world around us. In kaleidoscopic colour, Higgie takes young readers on a journey 
from some of life’s most important things (baked beans!) to some of life’s biggest 
wonders (stars!). The perfect early picture book for the curious kid!

Book details
Interest age 	 0–5
Format 	 Hardback	
H x W (mm)	 175 x 260 
Pages	 28
Rights held: World (all languages)

There’s Not One

Publication details
	 Australia	 UK
Date	 September 2016	 November 2016
ISBN	 9781925321708	 9781925228816
Price	 A$24.99	 £10.99

		

Book details
Interest age 	 2–6
Format 	 Hardback	
H x W (mm)	 250 x 230 
Pages	 48
Rights held: World English
Other rights: Fischer Verlag

Benjamin and Susi are best friends. She washes his
face each morning, they play wonderful games all day,
and they sleep next to each other every night.
Until one day, Benjamin disappears …

author Hans Limmer (translator Elke Wakefield)
photographer Lennart Osbeck

My Donkey Benjamin

Publication details
	 Australia	 UK
Date	 December 2016	 December 2016
ISBN	 9781925321234	 9781925228489
Price	 A$24.99	 £10.99

author Hans Limmer (translator Elke Wakefield)
photographer David Crossley

My Pig Paulina

Book details
Interest age 	 2–6
Format 	 Hardback	
H x W (mm)	 250 x 230 
Pages	 48
Rights held: World English
Other rights: Tulipan Verlag

Angelica lives with her parents and her sister, Susi, on a beautiful Mediterranean island. She 
loves roaming the island with her favourite doll, Hippi, and when she adopts a piglet called 
Paulina, they have lots of fun together! When a farmer wants to take Paulina away, Angelica 
knows she has to save her best friend. And so begins their exciting adventure …

Publication details
	 Australia	 UK
Date	 December 2016	 December 2016
ISBN	 9781925321241	 9781925228496
Price	 A$24.99	 £10.99

Book details
Interest age 	 0–100
Format 	 Hardback	
H x W (mm)	 305 x 245
Pages	 56
Rights held: World (all languages)

A unique book for young and old that celebrates inspirational 
women from around the world and across generations. You will 
recognise some and be delighted to meet others.

author Eliza Sarlos
illustrator Grace Lee

Amazing Babes

Publication details
	 Australia	 UK
Date	 November 2013	 March 2014
ISBN	 9781922070715	 9781922247346
Price	 $24.99	 £12.99
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